Americans' enthusiasm for the European revolutions proved short-lived, nonetheless, evaporating as the revolutions collapsed in the face of the old regimes' military-backed reassertions of control. As one by one the lights ofdemocratic revolution went out, U.S. policy-makers and civilians not only lost interest; they began to catalogue the Europeans' deficiencies in emulating the American revolutionary example. The wife of the U.S. minister in Vienna complained that Slavic rebels dressed only in sheepskins and slept on the floor, thus revealing, "how unfit 
